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NORWAY 
 

Platted July 31, 1879, by Carl L. Wendel on the N ½ of NW ¼ of Section 8, T39N of R29W; 
post office transferred from Ingolsdorf December 8, 1879; incorporated as a city April 17, 1891. 

 

 
 
Main Street (Old Town), Norway, Mich., 1908:  The area in Norway known as Old Town can 
be seen in this 1908 postcard view of Main Street (now Hillcrest Drive) looking north.  The 
building at the end of the street, once the Gaynor Hotel, was located on Summit Avenue 
(which no longer exists) and marked the north end of Main Street.  The intersection with 
Cyclops Avenue, one block south of Summit Avenue, was about two buildings north of where 
the wagon was hitched on the left side of the street when this photograph was taken.  The four 
stores located at this intersection in 1907 fronted Cyclops Avenue and included Joseph 
Ruwitch & Son’s general store, M. St. Peter’s general store, Alexis Patenaude’s drugstore and 
Fred Rogers’ saloon.  This photograph was taken from the intersection with Central Avenue.  
The settling of ground began in Old Town in abour 1902, especially on Nelson Street (now 
Main Street and located one block east of Old Town’s Main Street) between Summit Avenue 
and Helen Street.  The business district gradually moved to its present location south of the 
viaduct for the Chicago & North-Western Railway tracks on South Nelson Street (now Main 
Street).  [William John Cummings] 
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300 and 400 Block of Nelson Street (Main Street), Norway, Mich., ca. 1914:  Postmarked 
February 7, 1914, this postcard view shows the west side of Norway’s Nelson Street (now 
Main Street) looking south.  The following businesses and their respective addresses were 
listed in the 1913 Directory of the Cities of Iron Mountain and Norway and Dickinson County, 
beginning with the Masonic Block to the right in the above photograph:  318, Fit Well Clothing, 
Lazarus Charash, proprietor; 320, Axel Aronson & Emil Eklund, groceries and meats; 322, 
Norway Clothing House, Anton Anderson, proprietor; 322, Michael St. Peter & Son (Frank), 
insurance and real estate; 324, Paul Jacobsen, druggist; 330, The Current; 330, Edward Melin 
& John Larson, saloon; 330, J.C. Knight, lawyer; 332, William H. Weber, druggist; 400, First 
National Bank; 400, Dr. Boyd L. Kelley, dentist; 404, Gust Albert Malmgren, druggist; 406, 
John Perkins & Son (Samuel), general merchandise; 410, Waters & Erickson, furniture and 
undertaking, Berger Erickson, manager; 412, John De Roeck, saloon; 414, Andrew T. Sethney 
& Co., groceries; 416, Arvid E. Asp & Co., dry goods and gentlemen’s furnishings (A.E. Asp, 
J.E. Anderson, Gust Anderson); 418, John Eklund, jeweler; 420-424, Ramsdell’s Hardware & 
Crockery Store (Wilmer M. Ramsdell).  [William John Cummings] 
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Nelson Street (Main Street), Norway, Mich., ca. 1910-1915 

 
 
 


